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Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men! Amen. 


DEARLY BELOVED IN CHRIST: 

When Jesus was born at Bethlehem, an angel from heaven told 
the shepherds of His birth. Then, suddenly, there was with the 
angel a multitude of heavenly hosts. They appeared upon earth, a 
vast and jubilant throng, singing and making sweet music in the 
silence of night. It was something unusual that caused such a stir _ 
amongst the inhabitants of heaven. What was it?: The people of 
Bethlehem were sleeping; they paid no attention to a virgin, a poor 
stranger, who in a stable at the inn was delivered of a child. But 
the angels knew what had come to pass. The Son of God was made: 
man, their Creator a little child. They were overcome with joy at 
the sight. This joy found expression in the song they sang, ‘‘Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!’’ 
The angels vanished again into heaven, and all was still. 

But the sweet strains of the angels’ song still reecho in the 
hearts of men. Years roll by, centuries come and go, but the song 
of the angels is ever new, a song that brings peace to perishing 
souls, a song that fills the world with hope and good cheer. Also 
our hearts are gladdened by the notes of this song whenever Christ- 
mas comes again. 

But what is the import of this song? Let us ponder over its 
meaning for a little while. We shall then catch a glimpse of the 
great mystery of God’s redeeming love, and shall be filled with the 
true and lasting Christmas joy. 
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THE SONG OF THE ANGELS AT THE SAVIOR’S BIRTH: 


I. Glory to God in the highest, 
II. On earth peace, 
III. Good will toward men! 


I: 


“Glory to God in the highest!’’ These were the first words of 
the angels’ Christmas song. The angels gave glory to God for the‘ 
things He had done that Christmas night, when His own Son was 
born on earth as the Savior of the world. They gave glory to God 
for His wisdom and power, for His mercy and love, for His faithful- 
ness and truth, which were made manifest in the birth of Christ. 

The birth of Christ was a manifestation of God’s wisdom and 
power, for it revealed God’s wise and wonderful plan of saving the 
world. Sin had caused God to become angry at man, it kindled His 
wrath, it moved Him to condemn and to punish man. For God is 
a jealous God, He cannot overlook man’s sin. His justice demands 
that He condemn the sinner. What, then, should be done? How 
can God remain just and allow man at the same time to go unpun- 
ished? How can His Law remain unchanged, and man, the breaker 
of the Law, escape its curse? How can God and man be reconciled? 
Could any man tell? Could any angel tell? They knew of the fall 
of man, but they could give no counsel for the redemption of man. 
But God in His wisdom devised a plan whereby He could redeem 
man without denying His justice. He decreed to sacrifice His own 
Son, to make Him the world’s substitute, to let Him-atone for the 
world’s sin, and thus to become the world’s Savior. In accordance 
with this decree the Savior was born on Christmas night. Oh, the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! Men 
may shake their heads when they are told that the child lying upon 
hay and straw in Bethlehem’s manger is the Lord of heaven and 
earth. But can any of them suggest a better plan? What else 
should God have done to redeem the world? 

And as God’s plan was formed in wisdom, so it was executed 
with power. His almighty power was manifested at the birth of 
Christ. The Son of God is conceived in the womb of a virgin, He 
takes a human nature into His person, He is born a little child. The 
history of the world is shaped to serve in the realization of His won- 
derful plan. Caesar Augustus must order a taxation in order that 
the birth of the Christ might occur at the appointed place. In as- 
tonishment the very angels of God gaze upon the heavenly mystery : 
‘“‘God is manifest in the flesh.”’ They are filled with new thoughts 
of the greatness of God, and on the plains of Bethlehem they give 
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glory to Him for His wisdom and power, singing, ‘Glory to God in 
the highest!”’ i 

The birth of Christ was also a manifestation of God’s mercy 
and love. The world deserved no favors at the hands of God. Man 
did not deserve that God should send him a savior. Without being 
unjust God could have suffered man to perish in his sins. But God 
is merciful and full of compassion. Not desiring that the world 
should perish He sent us a savior. Behold the greatness of God’s 
love toward man! Go to Bethlehem and see what the love of God 
has done for man. ‘‘God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son.’ His Son becomes a little babe, born in a 
stable, in great poverty and lowliness. For what? To save man 
from sin and endless shame. Who can grasp this incomprehen- 
sible love, this love so heavenly and divine? A love that causes the 
Lord of glory to become a servant, the Creator a man, the Almighty 
a helpless child, the Fountain of happiness the poorest of the poor. 
This is a love that cannot fitly be extolled by the tongues of men. 
Therefore the choirs of God came down upon earth to sing of the 
love that filled the realms of heaven with wonder and delight. They 
appeared in the sky, and their song floated sweetly on the midnight 
air as they gave glory to God for His mercy and love, singing, ‘‘Glory 
to God in the highest!’ 

But the birth of Christ was also a manifestation of God’s faith- 
fulness and truth. God had revealed His plan of salvation to man 
immediately after the fall. He promised mana savior. This promise 
He often repeated through the mouth of His prophets. They de- 
scribed the person of the Savior and the object of His coming. They 
foretold the time, place, and manner of His birth, that He should 
be the seed of Abraham, from the house and lineage of David, that 
He should enter the world as a child, born of a virgin, that this 
would take place at Bethlehem, when the scepter had departed from 
Judah. And behold! Not one of these prophecies remained unful- 
filled. On Christmas night the Savior came, a babe, born of a vir- 
gin, at Bethlehem, at a time when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. 
Surely the Word of God is right, and all His works are done in 
truth. What wonder that the angels give glory to God for His faith- 
fulness and truth, singing, ‘‘Glory to God in the highest !’’ 

Let us learn from the angels to give glory to God for His wis- 
dom, love, and truth. Instead of being offended at the lowliness of 
the Christ-child and at God’s wonderful plan of salvation, let us with 
the angels give glory to God for His wisdom, When in the manger 
we see the Christ-child, weeping, as it were, over the misery of our 
sin, entreating us, ‘‘Come, lost sinner, take me upon your arms, let 
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me bring peace to your sorrowing heart and salvation to your soul!”’ 
then let us rejoice over the salvation we have in Jesus, and join the 
angels in giving glory to God for His love. And when we gaze upon 
the Christ-child, in whom all the promises of God are yea and amen, 
let us again follow the example of the heavenly host and give glory 
to God for His truth. On account of His wisdom, love, and truth 
He deserves that all creatures should sing, ‘‘Glory to God in the 
highest!’ 
II, 


“And on earth peace’? —that was the second part of the an- 
gels’ song. Of the Babe that was born on Christmas night Isaiah 
had said, ‘‘Unto us a Child is born ... and His name shall be called, 
The Prince of Peace.’’ Because Christ brought peace on earth the 
angels announced His birth by singing, ‘And on earth peace.” 

The people upon God’s entire universe were at variance with their 
Maker. Sin separated man from God and caused a gulf to be fixed 
between earth and heaven. Sin made peace between God and man 
impossible. God could not do otherwise than punish sin, and man 
had to fear the punishment of God on account of sin. But Christ 
was to bring about a change in the relation that existed between man 
and God. He was born as a Peacemaker, or Mediator between God 
and man. The reconciliation of God with the world was the object 
of Christ’s incarnation. Now that He has come, this reconciliation 
has taken place. It is an accomplished fact. The Prince of Peace 
is born. Peace is established. Hence the angels sing, ‘‘And on 
earth peace.”’ : 

The people that lived on earth could have no peace of con- 
science without Jesus. Their sins would be unforgiven. God’s 
wrath would rest upon them. Satan would accuse them. God’s 
Law would condemn them. Their conscience would cause them to 
be filled with fear and anxiety. Their souls could find no peace. 
But Jesus is the propitiation for our sin. By faith in Him we are 
the children of God. We know that God loves us for Jesus’ sake, 
and that He forgives us all our sins. Thus the Christ-child brings 
peace of conscience, peace for our troubled heart. Hence the angels 
sing at His birth, ‘‘And on earth peace.”’ 

The people that lived on earth also were at variance with each 
other without Jesus. The Prince of Peace brought also peace among 
men. Peace between man and man is the fruit of the establishment 
of peace between man and God. When men have found peace with 
God in the Christ-child, then they will also strive after peace with 
each other. Followers of the Prince of Peace will endeavor to be at 
peace with all men, even with those who are haters of peace. The 
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birth of Christ ushered in a reign of peace, and hence the angels 
sing, ‘‘And on earth peace.’ 

Do you desire peace with God, peace for your sin-troubled con- 
science whilst you live, and a peaceful departure when you die? 
Then go to Bethlehem and trust in the Christ-child as your Prince 
of Peace. Only then you can realize what comfort is contained in 
the angels’ song, and can join them in singing, ‘‘And on earth 
peace.”’ 

IIl. 

“‘Good will toward men.’ Such was the conclusion of the an- 
gels’ song. Because that which took place on that first Christmas 
night was done not for the benefit of the angels but for the benefit 
of man, therefore the angels sang, ‘‘Good will toward men.”’ 

The Savior’s birth brought peace to the world, and therefore 
the inhabitants of the earth are now men on whom God’s good will 
or God’s pleasure rests. When Christ was baptized, a voice was 
heard from heaven, saying, ‘“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.”’ Even thus at the birth of Christ the angels pro- 
claimed that men are now God’s beloved children again in whom 
God is well pleased. How can God’s good pleasure rest upon the 
disobedient and wayward children of men? Without Jesus that 
would have been impossible. Without Jesus God’s displeasure 
would have continued to rest upon men. But for the sake of the 
little Child Jesus God is well pleased with men. Jesus was born to 
be the sinner’s substitute and to stand in the sinner’s place. Hence 
when God’s good will rested upon the Child in the manger, it rested 
upon our Substitute, upon you and me. 

Ah, friends, hear the blessed news, the glad tidings of great 
joy, ‘‘Good will toward men!’’ If you would doubt that God again 
loves men as His dear children, then hasten to Bethlehem and be- 
hold the Prince of Peace as He lies on hay and straw, made man to 
redeem you. And then you can no longer doubt that God is gra- 
cious, but must say: ‘‘Good will toward men,’’ good will also 
toward me. You should believe that as Jesus became your brother, 
so God is your dear Father. As often as you approach God in the 
name of His Son, so often will He receive you, forgive your sins, 
defend and protect you, comfort you, save you. When you plead 
the name of the Christ-child the Father will not, cannot cast you 
out. All this is the immediate result of the birth of Christ. And 
hence the angels sang, ‘‘Good will toward men!’ 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, won will 
toward men!’’ May this song of the angels reecho in your hearts 
to-day and fill you with the true Christmas joy. Are you inclined 
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to doubt the wisdom of God’s plan of salvation, to lose sight of God’s 
‘infinite love, to question His eternal faithfulness? Then go to the 
fields of Bethlehem and let the angels teach you to give ‘‘glory to 
God in the highest.”’ Do you doubt that God is reconciled to you? 
Is your conscience troubled by sin? Does your heart long for peace? 
Then go to the fields of Bethlehem and let the angels teach you to 
believe that there is “‘peace on earth.”’ Do you hesitate to approach 
God as your kind and loving Father, fearing that He might still be 
angry with you? Then again do not delay, but hasten to the plains 
of Bethlehem, and let the angels teach you that there is ‘‘good will 
toward men.’ What? you would remain unconcerned? Is there 
not peace on earth? Is it not ‘‘good will toward men’’? You dwell 
upon earth, you are among the children of men. Hence in the 
. Christ-child there is peace and good will for you! O sinner, rejoice 
and join in the song the angels sang at the Savior’s birth. Now you 
may sing that song with sin-stained lips and a heavy heart, as you 
celebrate Christmas here on earth. Soon you shall celebrate Christ- 
mas in heaven, where angels and saints shall forever sing, ‘‘Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!’’ 
Amen. PB: 


Sermon for New Year’s Eve. 
1 Par. 2, 24. 25. 


The end of the year should remind us of the end of our life. 
The Scriptures frequently remind us of that. They tell us that life 
is fleeting, its beauty fading, its joys evanescent, and its glory pass- 
ing away. Just those things that man looks at with admiration, 
that his eyes love to feed on, that people are so desirous of having 
—are the most perishable and vanishing. Lives are spent in quest 
of a vapor, in search of a bubble, in grasping at a phantom, and the 
illusion is often not seen until death approaches. Though the Word 
of truth tells men again and again the true state of things, so that 
they may not be deceived, yet they will not hearken. What God 
esteems highest they despise in their waywardness; what He asks 
them to receive they reject; the things He praises in His Word 
they scorn. 

Here add, that man will do this, will attach his heart to a cob- 
web and his hopes to a dream, while the Lord offers him a rock and 
a sure foundation. It seems incredible and ought to be impossible, 
nevertheless it is true. Also with respect to our text it is the case. 
Men will turn it around and have it read that ‘‘all flesh endureth 
for ever, and all the glory of man is as an unfading flower, while 
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the Word of the Lord is as grass.’? The wicked will rather read it 
this way than as it stands, that ‘‘all flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away: but the Word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. And this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto 
you.’’ But thanks be to God that these words read thus, teach- 
ing us: ' 
I. A melancholy fact; 
Il. An abiding truth; 
III. A great comfort. 


I. 


The statement made in the text is a comprehensive one: ‘‘All 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.’ This is 
true of nations. The Israelites were as the grass. They came forth 
in vernal beauty, and stood in the power of their might. They en- 
joyed prosperity in the days of kings such as David and Solomon. 
The nation excelled all the surrounding ones. No one dreamt of 
decay then, but the decline came; the grass began to wither after a 
summer of warmth, and so this nation drifted away from God and 
His Law, and its ruin was soon at hand. Israel was utterly un- . 
done. — Ask Babylon, the proud, if all nations are not as the grass 
of the field. Once she stood at the head of the empires, and her 
banners floated in proud defiance from the walls and citadels of the 
enemies’ strongholds. Show us Babylon, the great, to which none 
was to be equaled! She flourished and she fell. Where is that 
empire to-day? Moles and ruins tell the weary traveler of the truth 
that ‘‘all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass.’’ Masses of debris checker a desert! Where is Nineveh 
that was flushed with success and filled with pride? Jonah found 
it an exceeding great city, and as he walked through it with his 
message of repentance he never dreamt that ages afterward people 
would have trouble in finding the place where the city once stood. 
—Tyre and Sidon, Chorazin and Capernaum teach the wanderer 
the evanescence of man and the brevity of his glory. — Greece, once 
a great power ruling the surrounding countries, went from round to 
round until it stood at the head of all; then decay set in, and it 
dwindled down to oblivion.— The Roman empire, whose Caesars 
swayed the world—where is it? The people are gone, their glory 
has departed.— Go, look at, and learn from, the cities, the countries, 
the peoples, the nations, the kingdoms, the empires of the past, that 
‘Call flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 


[4 
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The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.’’ O melan- 
choly fact that the ages teach us! 

Generations teach us the same fact. We run the silent centuries 
of the past, and find them made up of generations. One succeeded 
the other; while one was going, the other was coming, as the ebb 
and flow of the tide. The incessant change tells you its own tale, 
that ‘‘all flesh is as grass.’’ It is of short duration; a season it 
lasts, and that season is brief. The grass grows up in spring; it 
stands in dark, rich color for a little while; the hand of death 
passes through it, and blade after blade wilts away. Take the 
present generation as an example. Is not something being accom- 
plished on it? When it first came forth, it was in the spring of its 
strength and in the dress of its beauty. So it stood for a moment, 
and death began walking up and down in it, picking out this one 
and that one; and those who remain are withered and ripened like 
the grass, ready for the sickle. What this generation teaches, all 
generations have taught; they all tell you the same truth. You 
pass over a meadow in fall; it teaches you the same lesson that you 
learn if you walk in a graveyard filled with graves: ‘‘AII flesh is as 
grass, and the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass with- 
ereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.’’ A sad picture! 

Individuals preach this truth more powerfully than our tongue 
can. The people that you associate with, the men that you come in 
contact with, your friends and relatives, address you on this subject 
in language and proof that will not suffer contradiction. The chil- 
dren growing up around you are as grass in spring time; the men 
and women are as the flower of grass in bud and blossom; the aged 
are as grass withering and wasting away. People, if they will, can 
gather this lesson from their surroundings. Their fellow men are 
but the application of the truth of the text: ‘‘All flesh is as grass!’’ 

Yea, every one present is himself a testimony for this melancholy 
fact. In the morning we are like grass which groweth up. Youth 
is the age to which people look back with delight; it was the spring 
of their life when all things appeared in the brightest, most gor- 
geous, and most dazzling colors. Manhood is the summer of activ- 
ity in which we eat our bread in the sweat of our face. Here also 
the glory of man is seen to its best advantage, all things in which 
he takes pride and seeks glory, as his strength, his beauty, his 
knowledge, and the like. He loves to strut in them, and to show 
others who and what he is; the pride of life rules such a one. The 
years rapidly pass by, and the autumn of his life is reached: wilted 
form, silvery hair, weariness, and a host of other signs tell you of 
decline and decay. How true in every way are these words running 
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through the Scriptures: ““All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away.” 

There is another thing that I desire to point to before passing 
to the next part of our discourse: it is, ‘The glory of man is as the 
flower of grass.’’ The glory of man is that in which men take pride 
or seek glory. The one boasts this object; another, that. All that 
has a good appearance before men is included in this. Of this flower 
it is said that it ‘‘falleth away.’’ It wastes away and drops off. So 
it is with man and the things he seeks after. Here is a man seek- 
ing after wisdom. He gives his whole life to a certain study; he 
labors most industriously to have the name of a learned man. What 
is it that he has? All his honor consists in the fleeting breath of 
another man! There stands a man who has made it his aim to 
accumulate a fortune. Forgetting all other things, all true objects 
of life, he has plunged into this one thing to be sure to have it. Did 
he succeed? Many do not. Granted this one did, what has he? 
Nothing more than the beggar before God, and often less than such. 
A third goes into life for the best of it; he will have all the pleasure 
that is init. In the end, what has he? Nothing at all. He may 
console himself with the thought, ‘‘I have lived, I had a good time ;”’ 
but he is going to a bad eternity ! 

God gave unto one man all these things. He endowed him 
with unusual wisdom and placed him in a position where he could 
try everything under the sun. He walked over the fields of in- 
dustry, paused, and examined everything; he gave himself to the 
study and contemplation of all wisdom, and he had a mind excel- 
lently equipped for it; he tasted luxury and pleasure; in short, all 
things were tried by him. What is his conclusion? ‘‘Vanity of 
vanities; vanity of vanities; all is vanity!’’ The glory of man and 
all things that he glories in outside of God are vanity, that is, noth- 
ing, for it is ever passing. It does not abide. If it were a rock on 
which you could build for all times, it were well, but now it is not! 


II. 


Amidst the change of all things and the passing of all flesh, 
where is something enduring and abiding? Let people look for it 
wherever their vain mind directs them; there is but one thing that 
is lasting, and that is mentioned in our text: ‘The Word of the 
Lord endureth for ever.’ Man wastes away and dies, generations 
come and go, empires rise and fall, nations are and are not; but 
God’s precious Word remains. The same sweetness that David 
sang of is still in it. The same delight that the godly felt then they 
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perceive to-day. Its beauty, its simplicity, and, above all, its sav- 
ing qualities are still the same. God’s Word remains to eternity. 
God does not change, He is the same, and therefore His Word is 
the same. 

A common remark nowadays is, ‘‘Do you still hold the old, 
musty religion of your forefathers? It is old-fashioned, out of. 
date,’’ ete. Such people hardly know what they speak of, for the 
so-called ‘‘old-fashioned doctrine’’ is the only correct one, the one 
of the Scriptures, and if they have another they may know that they 
have a wrong one. Fashion or opinion or taste or style does not 
make you a Christian, but rather an unbeliever. There is but one 
Word or truth of the Lord, and that endures forever. It is the 
same to-day that it was six centuries ago, and it will be the same a 
hundred years hence if God spares the wicked world that long. Itis 
an abiding truth, never changing as the follies and fancies of man do. 

Jesus says: ‘‘Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away;’’ and John says: ‘‘If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book. And if any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life.’ And Peter says: ‘‘Being born again, not of corrupt- 
ible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever.’ Why should not the Word be the same until 
eternity? The text says: ‘The Word of the Lord endureth for ever.”’ 

This Word defies also all attacks of the wicked, of atheists, 
agnostics, and unbelievers in general. What does their writing and 
speaking against the Truth amount to? They oppose God, and 
thereby 'oppose themselves. The Word of the Lord shall remain, 
and its statement also, that ‘‘the fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God; they are corrupt, they have done abominable works.’ 
They may be praised by their fellow unbelievers, but they will be 
punished by God. Eventually they will have to acknowledge that 
they have destroyed themselves, like a certain Roman emperor who 
was a most bitter foe of the Christians. He swore that he would 
destroy God’s kingdom, or be destroyed himself. Involved in a war, 
he was mortally wounded in a battle. Filling his hand with his 
own blood, he tossed it in the air and cried: ‘‘Thou hast conquered, 
O Galilaean!’’ The wicked shall live to see themselves overthrown. 
God’s Word defies them! 

It defies also all secret attacks of people who do not want to be 
infidels, but still will not accept the Word on account of their reason 
and its futile arguments. The Bible is what it says it is, it has re- 
mained such, and it will remain such, for ‘‘the Word of the Lord 
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endureth for ever.’’ You may cavil at it, you may hate it, you may 
scorn it— that cannot change it. People may say, ‘‘The Bible is not 
God’s Word ;’’ they may write large volumes on this subject setting 
forth what they call ‘‘errors’?—that will not alter the truth that 
“all Scripture is given by inspiration of God’ and that God owns 
it as His Word. Others attack the divinity of Jesus Christ, the 
personality of the Holy Ghost, the atonement, and the like. Do 
their attacks in any way affect the Truth of God? Never! ‘‘The 
Word of the Lord endureth for ever!’ 


III. 


Rejoice, dear Christian, “this is the Word which by the Gospel 
is preached unto you.’’ This abiding truth has converted you. We 
are ‘‘born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.’ We are 
turned from death unto life by this eternal Word. Through it God 
has called you from a vain conversation. He sends His messengers 
forth, saying: ‘‘Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned ;’’ and this Gospel is the 
Word of the Lord which endureth forever. Truly, a great comfort! 
When the Wicked One torments us with doubts regarding our sal- 
vation as to whether we shall receive it or not, we can tell him that 
we have become God’s children by the Word of truth which liveth 
and abideth forever. This fact makes your regeneration or con- 
version a certainty, and is therefore a great comfort. 

The abiding truth gives you also the strength to purify your 
soul. It renders the heart pure and life undefiled. Being with you 
as a faithful companion it tells you when on the point of doing 
wrong, ‘‘Do it not;’’ and when opportunity is given to do good, it 
moves you to action. In weariness it quickens to activity, in sad- 
ness it proves a source of joy, and it ever gives peace to the troubled 
conscience. This Word tells you that your sins are forgiven in 
Christ and that you have perfect pardon; and though your reason 
says, “It cannot be,’”’ God here says, ‘‘It is.” In this Word you 
have contentment and happiness. 

This Word is proclaimed to you. You are given the oppor- 
tunity of hearing it, accepting it, and being evangelized by it. God’s 
enduring Word is heard by you. We often forget that this is an 
inestimable gift that we are permitted to hear these tidings; and 
many people grow careless about them, thinking they need not hear 
the Word every time it is preached, but that once in a while will do. 
No; this Word is proclaimed to be heard and learned. God makes 
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His Word known unto us, for which grace we owe Him thanks. 
Greater gratitude cannot be shown than by receiving the engrafted 
Word which is able to save our souls. A thankful heart hears and 
believes the same, lays aside all superfluity of naughtiness, and 
gives itself to the will and Word of Him that loved us and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood. Hence, O Lord, teach us to 
number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
Thanks for mercies past receive, 
Pardon of our sins renew, 
Teach us henceforth how to live 
With eternity in view. 
Bless Thy Word to young and old, 
Fill us with a Savior’s love; 
And when life’s short tale is told, 
May we dwell with Thee above. Amen. 


F. W. Apams, contributed by O. K. 


x 


Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Second Sunday in Advent. 
Luke 21, 25—36. 


“Verily, I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till 
all be fulfilled.’? By some, these words of our Lord are explained to 
mean that Jerusalem would be destroyed before the generation then 
living had passed away. But if we examine the context closely, can 
we say that Christ uttered this prophecy in immediate connection 
with a saying of His concerning the destruction of Jerusalem? Does 
He not obviously speak of His second advent in the preceding words, 
when He says: v.27? True, He does also speak of the destruction 
of Jerusalem in the beginning of this chapter and, therefore, includes 
the destruction of Jerusalem, when He says, “Till all be fulfilled.”’ 
But the immediate connection is His second coming, His last ad- 
vent. This generation shall not pass away till all be fulfilled, that 
is, all that the Lord had predicted as to Jerusalem, and as to the 
signs in heaven, upon earth, and among men to precede His com- 
ing.— The word ‘‘generation,’’ therefore, cannot mean the people 
then living in this connection. It is used in the sense in which it 
is commonly used in the New Testament. How frequently did the 
Lord speak of “this evil, adulterous, sinful, wicked generation!’ 
And whom did He mean? Not the people that were then living, 
but the:unbelieving Jewish nation. There shall not be a general, 
universal conversion of the Jews before the day of judgment. The 
Jewish nation as such will remain to the last day. How wonder- 
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fully is this prediction of our Lord being fulfilled! Every Jew we 
meet is a living witness to the truth of the Christian religion. —This 
prophecy concerning the Jews is a special intervening remark of our 
Lord in this Sunday’s Gospel. The general discourse dwells upon 
the signs that shall precede His coming in the clouds. 


THE SIGNS PRECEDING CHRIST’S SECOND ADVENT. 


I. The nature of these signs. 
Il. Their purpose. 


1: 


A description of the signs to precede Christ’s coming in the 
clouds we have vv. 25—27. 

a. The nature of these signs is misunderstood when it is sup- 
posed that they shall not appear until shortly before the end, as a 
last warning to the world. This explanation of the signs is wrong, 
a. because Christ addressed these words to all, not only to the Chris- 
tians who should be living upon the earth at the time of His second 
advent, but also to His disciples who were standing before Him at 
that moment; £. because it conflicts with v. 35. Cf. 2 Pet. 3, 10. 
1 Thess. 5,2. How could the day of the Lord come upon them that 
dwell on the face of the earth as a snare and.as a thief in the night, 
if this were the nature of those signs that there should be a general 
disturbance in the universe immediately before the end, showing 
that God’s creation is going to pieces, and warning all men that the 
last day is at hand? 

b. The nature of these signs is that they are forebodings of 
Christ’s second advent during all the time of the New Testament. 
They occur all along. Sometimes even unbelievers are filled with 
fear and fright when they behold these signs, v. 26, but they do not 
heed the signs and walk in carnal security, Luke 17, 26—30. — 
Faithful Christians are reminded of the day of judgment by every 
peculiar phenomenon in nature. Eclipses, comets, extraordinary 
constellations, etc., are signs in the heavens which point to the 
Lord’s coming in the clouds. Earthquakes, floods, volcanic erup- 
tions, disastrous storms, wars, pestilence, famine, etc., are signs 
upon the earth and among the nations. Christians are not made 
careless by the fact that many of these signs have natural causes, 
The rainbow is caused by the refraction of the sun’s rays in the rain 
and is a perfectly natural phenomenon. Yet the Lord has placed 
the rainbow in the skies for a token and sign that the earth should 
no more be destroyed by a deluge. And so even the natural signs 
in the heavens are signals by which God would warn us that we pre- 
pare for the Lord who may come in the clouds at any time. 
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II. 


a. The purpose is not to cause fear and fright among the Chris- 
tians, but to fill their hearts with gladness in anticipation of Christ’s 
coming, vv. 28—31.— Who would become frightened, when, in 
spring, the trees are budding, the flowers blooming, and the birds 
warble their cheerful songs? What cause has the Christian to fear? 
He has forgiveness of his sins through Jesus’ blood and merits, and 
there is no condemnation in him. Let the signs he is beholding be 
ever so dreadful, he can say: Ps. 46, 1—3. He knows that the day 
of the Lord’s coming is a glorious day for him, the day of his re- 
demption, the day in which all his cares and trials are ended, and 
in which he shall be united with his dear Savior in eternal happi- 
ness and bliss. 

b. The purpose of these signs is also to urge us to constantly be 
prepared for the Lord’s coming, a. by shunning that which is evil, 
v.34. Do you think that you can meet Christ with joy, if He should 
find you in the theater, ball room, gambling den, or in any place or 
act of wickedness? Guard your life from sin, keep your conscience 
‘clean, and you shall not be rejected when the Lord’s day comes 
upon you unawares. #. Do that which is pleasing to God, v. 36. 
Watchfulness implies endurance in the faith. Keep the faith with- 
out which it is impossible to please God. To keep the faith it is 
necessary to make a diligent use of the means of grace, hear the 
preaching of the Word, come to the Lord’s Supper frequently. As 
a natural fruit and result of his faith a Christian will do good works, 
serve and worship God, and do good to the neighbor. 

Let us well observe the signs of Christ’s second advent and 
always stand prepared to meet Him! ea. 


Third Sunday in Advent. 
Mart. 11, 2—10. 

Who am I? Whence came I? Whither am I going? What is 
in store for me beyond the grave? For what purpose am I in the 
world? Whence is the world? What will become of it? Who is 
the true God? What is my relation to Him? How may I come to 
Him? etc. These are important questions. But among the many 
important questions that a man may ask there is one which is of 
paramount importance —it is the question contained in our text. 


THE ALL-IMPORTANT QUESTION: “ART THOU HE THAT SHOULD 
COME, OR DO WE LOOK FOR ANOTHER?” 
I. The reason for asking this question; 
II. The answer given to this question. 
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a. There are those who believe that John asked this question 
because he himself was in doubt. They say: ‘When John was 
brooding in his gloomy prison and saw that his end was drawing 
near and that Jesus did not come to his rescue, his faith was shaken 
and he thought he had made the greatest mistake of his life in be- 
lieving that Jesus was the Messiah.’’ Such refer to John as an 
illustration of how even the strongest and clearest in faith not only 
have their dark hours, but at times waver respecting the very foun- 
dations on which they rest. But to be in doubt here is to be in 
doubt of Christianity and of the very basis of salvation. ‘‘We must 
be settled upon this point with unmistakable assurance, for it lies at 
the foundation of all Christian faith. Not to know whether Jesus is 
the Messiah or not, is not to know whether the Gospel is any 
better than modern Judaism, Mahometanism, or any other system 
of religion by which men are deluded. We must know that Jesus 
is the Christ, or our preaching is vain, our faith also is vain, and 
we are yet in our sins.’’ Now, it cannot be denied that John might 
have been in doubt upon this point, for ‘‘great men are not always 
wise,’’ Job 23,9; but was he in doubt? What was his reason for 
asking this question? Did he want to convince himself? No; for 
that he did not doubt is evident from the following: a. He knew 
who Jesus was. Before Jesus was baptized, John knew Him not; 
but when Jesus was baptized, John learned to know Him, John 
1,33. John saw the Spirit and heard the Father. #. He had borne 
record that Jesus is the Son of God, John 1, 34. He had pointed 
Him out with his finger as the Lamb of God, John 1, 29. 30. y. Jesus 
said of him that he was a burning and shining light, John 5, 35 
(hence not dark = ignorant); that he was a prophet (and prophets 
did not doubt their divine message); yea, more than a prophet (i. e., 
himself the object of prophecy and an immediate forerunner who 
lived to see the fulfillment of his prophecy); that he was not a reed 
shaken with the wind (= not wavering), but a model of firmness. 
Hence John doubted not that Jesus was the Christ. Nor was John 
looking for a confirmation of his faith. What, then, was Bis reason 
for asking this question? 

b. It was the desire to free his disciples from doubt. He had 
disciples, v. 2; 9,14; 14, 12. John 3, 25. Some of them were 
a. jealous because more men came to Jesus than to John, John 
3, 26; #. lacked the confidence which they should have in Jesus, 
Luke 3, 15.—In order to remove their doubts and to enroll them 
among the Lord’s believing disciples, John told them to go and ask, 
v.3; for he knew there was no other Savior. He would have them 


’ 
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saved—-that was his reason for asking this question. Like Elisha, 
he wanted to convince those whom he sent, 2 Kings 2, 16. 17. 

c. To this day there are those who doubt that Jesus is the Mes- 
siah. a. The Jews and infidels, who openly reject Christ. #. Such 
as claim to be Christians, but are not divinely certain. Like John’s 
disciples, they hear the Gospel, but are as reeds shaken with the 
wind, 2. e., wavering and unstable. To Rich is addressed: Eph. 
4,14. Hebr. 13,9. Col. 2, 6. 7. 

d. Application. Are you sure that Jesus is the Christ? This is 
an all-important question. Your soul’s salvation depends upon it, 
for: Acts4,12. If you are not sure or are in danger of losing your 
certainty, listen to the answer given to the question. 


it 


In answer to the question put and as a proof that He is the 
Messiah, Jesus points to: 

a. His miracles. It was predicted in the Old Testament that 
the Messiah should perform miracles, Is. 29, 18; 35, 4—6; 42, 7. 
Jesus performed those miracles, Luke 17, 11—14; 18, 41.42. Matt. 
8, 2.3; 9,2.6. Hence Jesus is He who was to come.— Who else 
ever performed such miracles? Search the pages of history! No- 
where can you read of a person who, in his own name and by his 
own power, did such mighty miracles as Jesus did— miracles re- 
corded in sacred and profane literature, in order that you might be- 
lieve, John 20, 30. 31. 

b. His Gospel. It was predicted in the Old Testament that the 
Messiah should preach the Gospel, Is. 61, 1. 2. Jesus preached the 
Gospel, v.1; 4, 17.23. Mark 1, 14.15; 6, 34.44. Luke 4, 16. 21; 
preached it as no other man had ever done, Mark 1,22. John 7, 46; 
preached the Gospel, i. e., told men that He would suffer and die for 
their sins and rise again for their justification, as predicted in the Old 
Testament, Luke 18, 31.32. John 1, 29; 6,37; 14,6; preached it to 
the spiritually poor, for to the spiritually proud He preached the Law, 
Matt. 23, 13—83. John 8, 24. — Hence Jesus is He who was to come. 

c. His messenger. It was predicted in the Old Testament that 
a messenger should prepare the way for the Messiah, Is. 40,3. Mal. 
3,1; 4,5. This messenger appeared in John the Baptist, v. 10. 14. 
John 1,23. He prepared the way in the spirit and power of Elijah 
by preaching repentance, Matt. 3,2, and by pointing out the Christ, 

John 1, 27. 29.— Hence Jesus is He who was to come. 

d. The offense taken at Him. It was predicted in the Old Tes- 
tament that many would be offended at the Messiah, Is. 8,14; 49,7; 
53,3. Ps. 22,7. Many were offended at Jesus: Pharisees, Matt. 
15, 12; rulers, John 7, 48 (‘‘wine-bibber,’’ Matt. 11, 19; ‘‘Beelze- 
bub,’’ Matt. 10, 25; ‘‘Samaritan,’’ John 9, 48); the nation, John 
1,11. Matt. 27, 22. 25. To this day many are offended at Him be- 
cause of His person, His Church, and doctrine (He demands repent- 
ance, faith, and obedience). — Hence Jesus is He who was to come. 

Thanks be to God for the answer to the all-important question, 
‘Art Thou He that should come, or do we look for another?” It re- 
moves all doubt that Jesus is the Messiah, and makes us divinely sure 
of our salvation. Do you accept this answer? Do you believe in 
Jesus? Blessed is he whosoever is not offendedin Him. O. K. 


